
WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS AWARD DINNER

April 29, 2026 – Beverly Hills, CA

Honoring:

Vice President 
Kamala D. Harris
William O. Douglas Award

Rita Moreno
Trailblazer in the Arts Award

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Law Firm Pro Bono Award



PUBLIC COUNSEL IS…
Public Counsel is a nonprofit public interest law firm dedicated to advancing civil rights 
and racial and economic justice, as well as to amplifying the power of our clients 
through comprehensive legal advocacy. Founded on and strengthened by a pro bono 
legal service model, our staff and volunteers seek justice through direct legal services, 
promote healthy and resilient communities through education and outreach, and 
support community-led efforts to transform unjust systems through litigation and 
policy advocacy in and beyond Los Angeles.

175 attorneys, social workers and staff

3,000 pro bono partners from leading law firms, top  
universities and major corporations

10,000+ people and 300 nonprofits receiving legal help each year

Conducting impact litigation on behalf of millions of people

About Public Counsel



WHO:
Vice President Kamala D. Harris (William O. Douglas Award), Rita Moreno (Trailblazer in 
the Arts Award, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP (Law Firm Pro Bono Award)

WHAT:
The William O. Douglas Award Dinner is an annual event attended by over 1,000 leaders 
from the business, legal, political, entertainment, and philanthropic communities who 
gather together to support Public Counsel's work and to recognize those whose 
accomplishments have forever changed our nation and our world for the better. 

WHERE:
Beverly Hills, California

WHEN:
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, 5:30 p.m. Reception – 6:30 p.m. Dinner & Program

About The Event

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYqSzlOb_w8


Vice President Kamala Harris – William O. Douglas Award

  Kamala D. Harris served as the 49th Vice President of the United 
 States from 2021 to 2025—the first woman in American history to 
 hold the office. She began her career in the Alameda County District 
 Attorney’s Office before being elected District Attorney of San 
 Francisco, where her Back on Track program became a national 
 model for reducing recidivism. As California’s Attorney General, 
 Harris prosecuted transnational gangs, big banks that defrauded 
 homeowners, and for-profit colleges that targeted students and 
 veterans. She defended the Affordable Care Act, fought for marriage 

equality, and pioneered the nation’s first open-data initiative in the criminal justice 
system. In the United States Senate, Harris fought for civil, immigrant, and voting rights, 
and gained national recognition for her incisive questioning in committee hearings. As 
Vice President, she led efforts to strengthen global alliances and address child poverty, 
gun violence, student debt, maternal health, economic opportunity, and reproductive 
rights—casting more tie-breaking votes than any Vice President in history, including for 
pandemic relief and the largest climate investment ever. Throughout her career, she has 
always fought for the only client she has ever had: the people.

Our Honorees



Rita Moreno – Trailblazer in the Arts Award

  Rita Moreno is a true Hollywood and Broadway legend having been honored and recognized for
  her critically acclaimed performances during her more than 80 year career.  She has won all 
  four of the most prestigious awards in show business: an Oscar, a Tony, two Emmys, and a 
  Grammy. Her countless credits span more than eight decades, beginning with her Broadway 
  debut at age 13. In addition, Moreno has starred on London's West End, appeared in more than
  70 feature films, countless television shows, and has performed in numerous regional theaters 
  including her one woman show, Life Without Makeup at the Berkeley Repertory Theater. 
  She continues to tour the country appearing at speaking engagements and lectures.

  Moreno recently appeared in the comedy-horror movie, “The Prank” and the Netflix film 
  “Family Switch”. She also starred in several blockbuster films “Fast X” and “80 for Brady”; a 
  holiday flick for Lifetime-TV, “Santa’s Bootcamp”; and hosted the 30th Anniversary Special, 
   “Beauty and The Beast” on ABC-TV.

Moreno also co-starred and served as an Executive Producer in Steven Spielberg’s remake of “West Side Story”. Her 
documentary, “Rita Moreno: Just a Girl Who Decided to Go For It”, had its world debut at Sundance Film Festival and then 
released in theaters nationwide. The film also debuted on TV as part of PBS’ American Masters series and is now streaming 
on Netflix. Moreno also appeared in the widely popular Latinx reimagining of Norman Lear’s classic TV sitcom, One Day At A 
Time which aired for 4 seasons.

In 2015 Moreno released her first ever all-Spanish language album, Una Vez Más, produced by good friend, Emilio Estefan. 
She is also a New York Times bestselling author with her first book, Rita Moreno: A Memoir published by Celebra Books.

Recipient of the Peabody Career Achievement Award and the Kennedy Center Honor for her lifetime contributions to 
American culture, she was also honored by her peers as the 50th recipient of the Screen Actors Guild Life Achievement 
Award. She has also served as Grand Marshall for both the Rose Parade and National Puerto Rican Day Parade.

Moreno is the recipient Presidential Medal of Freedom by President George W. Bush, the highest civilian award of the United 
States, and the National Medal of Arts by President Barack Obama, the highest award given to artists and arts patrons.

Our Honorees

Photo Credit: Mark Hill



Davis Wright Tremaine LLP – Law Firm Pro Bono Award

    When Davis Wright Tremaine’s founding partner, John 
    Davis, asked, “…unless we are serving humankind to 
    the top extent of our ability and putting our best talent 
    into that service, what good is life?” he was defining a 
principle that continues to guide the firm’s pro bono practice more than eight decades later. 

That commitment is not only aspirational. It is reflected in a measurable, sustained, and intentional devotion 
to giving back. In 2025, DWT contributed over 31,275 hours of pro bono service, valued at $25.6 million. That 
impact-driven work included a class action lawsuit filed in partnership with Public Counsel, the National 
Immigration Project, Kids in Need of Defense, and Lowenstein Sandler, challenging the abrupt termination of 
a federal program that allowed abused, neglected, or abandoned immigrant children to remain in the U.S. 
while awaiting visas. 

In addition to direct advocacy, DWT fosters unique client-law firm collaborations that reflect a modern 
approach to pro bono practice at the intersection of technology, AI, and social impact. These efforts are 
reflected in the firm’s proprietary In-House Gateway to Good platform and its signature flagship initiatives, 
including the Protecting Journalists Pro Bono Program, Haven AI, and the Scam Justice Legal Clinic. 

For DWT, pro bono is not simply an ethical obligation. It is a core expression of the firm’s purpose. Across 
decades, practice areas, and evolving forms of advocacy, DWT will continue to answer our founding partner’s 
question in the only way that matters – through action that meaningfully advances access to justice. 

Our Honorees



Amanda Gorman

  Amanda Gorman is the youngest Presidential inaugural poet 

 in U.S. history. She is a committed advocate for the 
  environment, racial equality, and gender justice. After 

 graduating cum laude from Harvard University, she now lives 
 in her hometown of Los Angeles. Amanda was one of 5 
 Variety Power of Women honorees and cover star, one of 3 
 cover stars for Glamour's Women of the Year, and one of 

TIME magazine’s Women of the Year. The special edition of her inaugural 
poem, “The Hill We Climb,” was published in March 2021. Her debut picture 
book, Change Sings, released in September 2021, and her poetry collection, 
Call Us What We Carry, released in December 2021, each debuting at #1 on 
New York Times, USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestsellers lists. In 2023, 
her second picture book, Something Someday released as a bestseller, and Call 
Us What We Carry was nominated for a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word 
Poetry Album. Amanda was named a UNICEF Ambassador in December 2025.

Special Guest



Senator 
Elizabeth Dole

Elie Wiesel
President 

Bill Clinton
Secretary 

Hillary Clinton

Mike Farrell

Dolores Huerta

Governor 
Gavin Newsom

Senator 
Tammy Duckworth

John Legend

Recent Douglas Honorees

Bryan
Stevenson

Rev. James M. 

Lawson, Jr.
Viola Davis

Speaker Emerita 
Nancy PelosiJane Fonda



A look back at PAST EVENTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyKakyb6RMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lJ-8wx-MBo&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct7PdgOJkLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDtfceDkeJ8&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZs7JOvqZG0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rd1z0JKmERY&t=1s


A look back at PAST EVENTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZs7JOvqZG0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rd1z0JKmERY&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct7PdgOJkLo


GUARDIAN OF JUSTICE ($100,000)

Public Counsel offers its deepest appreciation to the 
Guardians of Justice for their extraordinary commitment 
to supporting equal access to justice under law. Guardians 
of Justice receive prominent recognition in all aspects of 
the event including press and media communication, 
printed materials and during the awards program. This 
includes press releases, Dinner invitation and Tribute 
Journal, signage, live media during the dinner 
presentation and from the podium during the awards 
program. Dinner package includes two tables of ten with 
preeminent seating, a distinctive platinum page in the 
digital and printed Tribute Journal.

SENTINEL OF JUSTICE ($75,000)

Sentinels of Justice receive prominent recognition in all 
aspects of the event including press and media 
communication, printed materials and during the awards 
program. This includes press releases, Dinner invitation 
and Tribute Journal, signage, live media during the dinner 
presentation and from the podium during the awards 
program. Dinner package includes two tables of ten with 
preeminent seating, and a distinctive platinum page in the 
digital and printed Tribute Journal.

MILLENNIUM FOUNDER ($50,000)

Name listed as a Millennium Founder in the invitation, in 
all press and media communication and in the media 
presentation during dinner. Includes one table of ten in 
the Millennium Founder’s Circle, and a page with 
distinctive placement in the digital and printed Tribute 
Journal.

FOUNDER ($35,000)

Name listed as a Founder in the invitation, in all press and 
media communication and in the media presentation 
during dinner. Includes one table of ten in the Founder’s 
Circle, and one page with premium placement in the 
digital and printed Tribute Journal.

UNDERWRITER ($25,000)

Name listed as an Underwriter in the invitation, in all press 
and media communication and in the media presentation 
during dinner.  Includes one table of ten in the 
Underwriter’s Circle, and one page with very special 
placement in the digital and printed Tribute Journal.

BENEFACTOR ($15,000)

Name listed as a Benefactor in the invitation, in all press 
and media communication and in the media presentation 
during dinner.  Includes one table of ten in the 
Benefactor’s Circle, and one page with special placement 
in the digital Tribute Journal.

PARTNER ($10,000)

Name listed as a Partner in the invitation, one table of ten 
in the Partner’s Circle, and one page in the digital Tribute 
Journal.

PATRON ($7,500)  (Limited)

One table of ten in the Patron’s Circle and one page in the 
digital Tribute Journal.

FRIEND ($2,500)

Two tickets and a full-page in the digital Tribute Journal.

Sponsorship Opportunities



PLATINUM PAGE    ($5,000)

GOLD PAGE    ($3,000)

SAPPHIRE PAGE    ($2,000)

FULL PAGE    ($1,000)

HALF-PAGE       ($500)

Ad Deadline: Wednesday, April 15

High Res artwork (PDF, JPG or PNG) can be emailed 
to:

efarrell@publiccounsel.org

For sponsorships or additional information, please 
contact MTA Events at: 

publiccounsel@mtaevents.com 

DIGITAL Tribute Journal Page Dimensions (JPEG or PNG file):

PRINTED Tribute Journal Page Dimensions (High-Res PDF file):

Tribute Journal Opportunities

DIGITAL Full-page
Maximum image size: 

10” x 5.63”

Half-page
Maximum 
image size: 
5” x 5.63”

Half-page
Maximum image 

size: 
5 ½” x 4”

mailto:efarrell@publiccounsel.org
mailto:publiccounsel@mtaevents.com


Thank you for your consideration

For more information, please contact:
Tracy K. Rice

Vice President, Chief Development Officer
trice@publiccounsel.org

http://www.publiccounsel.org/tools/socnet/files/facebook_32.pnghttp://www.publiccounsel.org/tools/socnet/files/flickr_32.png http://www.publiccounsel.org/tools/socnet/files/youtube_32.png

mailto:trice@publiccounsel.org
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Public-Counsel/15347010935?ref=ts
http://www.flickr.com/photos/public_counsel/sets/
http://www.youtube.com/user/publiccounselorg
https://www.instagram.com/public_counsel/?hl=en
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