
Ensuring Family
Connection: 

A Guide to
Representing

Parents in Probate
Guardianships

Winter 2025 Visit our website for more information
https://publiccounsel.org/

https://publiccounsel.org/


This manual serves as a step-by-step guide for practitioners on
how to represent parents in probate guardianship proceedings in
the probate division of the California Superior Court, with a focus

on Los Angeles County. Please note that court procedures and
practices vary greatly between jurisdictions and judicial officers,
and they often change. Here, we include information specific to

current procedures before the Los Angeles County Superior Court.
You will need to check the local rules at the court where the

guardianship proceeding has been filed for information specific to
your case. You may also want to consult with an experienced

practitioner in your jurisdiction.
 

While this publication is designed to provide accurate and current
information about the law, readers should contact an attorney or
other expert for advice in particular cases, and should also consult

the relevant statutes and court decisions when relying on cited
material, as the laws might change. The content of this manual

may be reprinted. However, Public Counsel must authorize any
adaptations or translations of the contents of this manual.

 
This manual was developed with support from the Anthony

Pritzker Family Foundation.
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The distinction between probate and dependency is important because the proceedings have
different goals. In dependency, the goal is to make reasonable efforts to address the reason
the child was removed from the parent and to help the family reunify. In dependency,
parents and children have appointed counsel, a plan of services is created to facilitate
reunification, and there are specific timelines on when the court and all parties must act. In
probate, the goal of the proceeding is to make a custody order that is in the child’s best
interest and the court may not order reunification services. Also, although the court may
appoint counsel for the child, the parent must retain counsel independently at their own
expense. This results in indigent parents losing the right to care for their children because
they do not have access to counsel or the ability to put on a case to show that it is in their
child’s best interest to remain in their custody.
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California law allows for non-parents to petition the probate court for custody of a minor
child when the child’s parents are unable or unwilling to care for the child. If a petition for
probate legal guardianship is granted, the parents right to custody of the child is suspended,
although not terminated, while the guardianship is in place. Probate guardianships are an
important tool to provide for the care of children in situations where a parent has passed
away, is currently incarcerated, or is unable to care for their child for some other reason.
Unfortunately, probate guardianships can be abused and result in unnecessary parent/child
separations.It is important to note that probate legal guardianships are distinct from
dependency actions. In a dependency/foster care case, the local child protective services
government agency has investigated a parent, filed a petition against the parent under
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 300 alleging that the parent has abused or neglected
their child, and possibly removed the child from the parent’s care. In probate proceedings,
the government has not taken formal action and instead a private citizen is alleging the
parent is unable to care for their child.

Overview

This primer provides a roadmap for attorneys representing biological parents seeking to
oppose and terminate guardianships, listing the essential steps from pre-filing preparations
to post-filing hearings. It aims to give attorneys information and guidance so that they can
assist parents at all stages of a probate guardianship proceeding - from before the initial filing
to termination of an already ordered guardianship. Navigating the opposition and
termination of guardianship in a California Superior Court Probate Division involves a blend
of legal procedure, detailed preparation, and the strategic redevelopment of the parent-child
relationship.



Families seek to establish a legal guardianship for many reasons, including some where a
legal guardianship may not be necessary. These situations include when a caregiver is caring
for a child temporarily and a parent’s plan is to reunite with their child. Sometimes these
situations arise because a parent is facing homelessness, domestic violence, or has been
incarcerated or deported. Frequently, parents are advised, sometimes by county agencies, to
give “temporary guardianship” to a relative while they address these issues without an
explanation that one cannot request just a temporary guardianship as a stand-alone case. 

In California, it is not necessary for someone to “have custody” of a child. If a
parent is not available, a child can informally live with a non-parent for extended periods of
time if the parent agrees and that person is able to make basic decisions about a child’s care.
A Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit (CAA) gives a relative caregiver that ability and
families who are considering guardianship may want to consider whether a CAA would
meet their goals. 
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A. Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit:

A Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit (CAA) is a state form that allows a relative caregiver to
attest that they are residing with and caring for the child in question and allows the caregiver to
enroll the child in school and access routine health care for the child. (Part 1.5 (commencing
with Section 6550) of Division 11 of the California Family Code.)

CAAs allow most relative caregivers to make some educational decisions, make the same medical
decisions that a legal guardian may make, and apply for public benefits. CAA’s do not need to be
notarized, signed by a parent, or stamped by the court. Although CAAs can be used to enroll a
child in elementary school beginning with Kindergarten, CAAs do not allow caregivers to enroll
the child in daycare or preschool. (Note - the code section creating CAAs was enacted before TK
existed so do not explicitly allow for the enrollment in TK. Therefore, it is not clear whether
school districts will allow CAAs to be used to enroll a student in TK.) CAAs likely do not allow the
caregiver the ability to make decisions regarding the Regional Center, or special education and
related services. CAAs also do not allow caregivers to obtain a passport or other vital documents,
do not necessarily allow for international travel, and do not give a caregiver legal custody. Finally,
CAAs cannot be used by caregivers who do not fit the legal definition of relatives, such as second
cousins, godparents, or family friends.

To address the limitations of CAAs, some parents may want to sign specific authorizations under
Family Code Section 6910 (for specific medical decision-making) and under Government Code
Section 7570.5(n) (for educational decision-making authority for a child with special needs).
These authorizations must be signed in advance by a parent and list the specific decisions that a
parent authorizations a caregiver to make, but have the advantage of providing authority for
non-relatives to make decisions and for relatives to make decisions related to education beyond
what the CAA allows. Some families may request a Power of Attorney (POA) because they
believe that this will give them temporary guardianship or custody, or because they are
unfamiliar with CAAs and specific authorizations. These forms are sometimes called “short term
guardianship power of attorney” or a “minor power of attorney.” However, they generally do not
convey any additional powers. Families are often misled by notarios and others engaged in the
unauthorized practice of law to believe that a POA is required and has the effect of transferring
custody from a parent to a non-parent, which is not correct. 

In California, custody of a child can only be transferred through the court system. Families
should not be paying for these documents - a simple caregiver’s affidavit is all most folks need for
informal, temporary care. Further, these forms often include nominations and consents to
guardianships, which parents may sign without understanding the legal significance.
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B. When A Parent Wants Their Child Returned 
Before Guardianship Has Been Granted:

Before a legal guardianship is granted, the parent retains their right to care, custody, and control
of their child. As such, a parent may request that the caregiver immediately return their child to
them, absent court orders preventing this. A parent may want to start by expressing orally, or via
text message, an intent to pick up their child, or may want to appear in person to make the
request. It is important that the parent is as forceful as is prudent in making and following
through with their request because such requests often lead to the filing of a request for
temporary guardianship. A parent’s consistent, documented attempts to request the return of
their child will be critical evidence in a future guardianship proceeding. 

If the caregiver will not engage with the parent and the parent is not able to pick up the child
because the caregiver refuses to make the child available or refuses to respond to the parent, the
parent should seriously consider getting the police involved as soon as possible to obtain
assistance in retrieving their child. Even if a guardianship case has been filed, the parent should
consider picking up their child as soon as possible if orders granting temporary guardianship
have not yet been issued. They can do this by calling the police or going to the caregiver’s home
with the child’s birth certificate and/or a court order showing they have custody of the child.
However, a court order granting the parent custody is not required, as long as there is not a
current and valid court order restricting the parent’s custody.

In Los Angeles County, this process may involve all or most of the following steps:

1.Obtaining a certified copy of the child’s birth certificate, showing that the parent is the child’s
legal parent;

2.Obtaining certified copies of any court orders showing that the parent has custody of the
child, if such orders exist;

3.Parent tells the caregiver that they are going to pick up the child;
4.Parent goes to their local police department and/or calls the Los Angeles Police Department

Civil Standby Line (non-emergency) at 1-877-275-5273 to request assistance with taking
their child back into their custody. 

a.The parent should know that it may take several hours for police to assist them, so
having a calm support person and a fully charged phone would be ideal.

It is vital for the parent to try and take the child back into their custody as soon as they are able to
do so. If a temporary guardianship has been granted, the parent cannot legally pick up the child.
Once a request for temporary guardianship is made and granted, a parent may have to wait for
many months to  re-establish any contact with their child.
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Guardianship transfers legal and physical custody from a parent to a non-parent so that the non-parent
can make almost all of the same decisions that a parent can. Unlike joint custody arrangements
between two parents, a parent cannot share custody of a child with a guardian, except for cases where
the parent is terminally ill and a doctor has stated that the parent has less than 6 months to live. 

Under Probate Code section 2351 (a), the guardian has the care, custody, control, and charge of the
education of the minor. This means that the guardian is empowered to make the everyday decisions
concerning the minor's living arrangements, education, safety, and medical needs with some
exceptions). The guardian may decide where the child will attend school and may request special
educational services on behalf of the child. The relationship between the guardian and the minor is
fiduciary and is subject to the law of trusts. Prob. Code, § 2101. Through special orders, the court may
expand or limit the powers and duties granted. 

Under Family Code section 3900, ultimate legal responsibility for the financial support of the minor
remains with the parents after guardianship is granted. The guardian is not personally responsible for
the financial support of the minor, and a parent may be ordered to pay child support for a child who is
under the care of a guardian. The guardian may also seek public assistance for the child without regard
to their own financial situation.

Guardianship

In California, a caregiver cannot request a standalone temporary guardianship. A temporary
guardianship may only be requested if the caregiver has also requested permanent guardianship. This
is a common myth and parents and caregivers alike are often advised to seek only a “temporary
guardianship” that will end at a specified date or when a parent has remedied a certain issue. This is
not possible under California law. Instead, a temporary guardianship is more akin to an emergency
guardianship, issued when a caregiver needs legal guardianship immediately and cannot wait until the
hearing on the permanent guardianship. The temporary guardianship is granted, theoretically, on an
“emergency” basis, where the interests of the minor must be protected immediately and cannot wait
until the permanent guardianship becomes effective.

Temporary guardianship may be granted when "good cause" is shown. Prob. Code, §2250(b).
Examples of good cause include an immediate need for emergency medical treatment and immediate
safety or educational needs. In theory, the court will only grant a temporary Prepared by Public
Counsel 5guardianship if immediate and substantial harm to the child is demonstrated. However, this
varies greatly between judicial officers. If issued, the temporary guardianship will be in effect pending
the final determination of a regular petition for guardianship, unless specifically terminated by the
court. Although a temporary petition may be filed any time between the filing of a regular petition for
guardianship and the hearing on that petition, in most cases the request for temporary guardianship is
filed concurrently with the regular petition.

A. Temporary Guardianship
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Notice: Temporary Guardianship
Notice of the hearing on the petition for temporary guardianship must be personally delivered to the
minor's parents, to the minor, (if 12 or older), and to any person having a valid visitation order at least five
days before the hearing on the appointment of temporary guardian. Prob. Code, § 2250(e)(1). If personal
notice cannot be completed within that time period, the petitioner may request a good cause exception to
notice. Cal. Rules of Court 7.1012. In practice, it is common for potential guardians to inform the court
that they do not know how to contact the child’s parent, even if they and the child’s parent have been in
touch very recently. It varies greatly between judicial officers whether this is sufficient to form the basis for a
good cause exception to notice. It is vital for parents, if they have notice of the hearing on the temporary
guardianship, to appear and state their objection. It is also important that parents take immediate action if
they are informed that a temporary guardianship has been granted in their absence, especially if they have
been in regular contact with the caregiver.

Objecting to Temporary Guardianship
If the parent receives notice of the hearing on the temporary guardianship and they want their child
returned to them, they must attend the hearing to state their objection on the record. Ideally, the parent
would also file a written objection to both the temporary and permanent guardianship; however, this is not
required. The filing of an objection will be discussed in detail below. At the hearing on the temporary
guardianship, the parent should be prepared to explain why the guardianship is not necessary and why it is
in the child’s best interest to remain in or return to their care. The parent should be ready to address any
allegations made against the parent in the caregiver’s petition. If the child is already back in the parent’s
care, the parent should explain that to the court. If there are any family court orders showing that the
parent has custody, the parent should explain that as well. If the parent has been attempting to take the
child back, but the guardian is refusing, the parent should explain those efforts. If the parent is able to
prevent the issuance of the temporary guardian, they will have a much stronger stance for the reminder of
the guardianship case.

Hearing on Temporary Guardianship
In most counties, the proposed temporary guardian and minor must attend the temporary guardianship
hearing to impress upon the court the need for the temporary order. In Los Angeles County, the temporary
hearings are usually held at 10:30am and are run in a similar manner as the hearing on the permanent
petition. These are relatively informal proceedings, Prepared by Public Counsel 6lasting usually less than
20 minutes, where the Court takes oral testimony of parties who have appeared and makes its decision on
the record. In many cases, but not always, the temporary guardianship will be in effect until the date of the
regular guardianship hearing. In many cases, the parent does not find out about the temporary
guardianship until after it has been issued. If the parent did not receive notice of the temporary
guardianship despite the guardian having the parent’s contact information, the parent should consider
filing an Ex Parte Request to Vacate the Temporary Guardianship for Lack of Notice. Samples
of these pleadings are available in the appendix. If the parent does not prevail at the hearing on the
temporary guardianship, or is not successful in vacating the temporary guardianship if it was issued in their
absence, then the parent should prepare for a lengthy separation from their child and multiple court
hearings in the guardianship case.
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B. Objecting to Petition for Guardianship

If a parent does not agree with a guardianship, they must file a formal written objection to the
Petition for Guardianship before it is granted. It is not enough to simply state in court that the
parent does not agree. We recommend filing the objection before the first hearing on the Petition.
Parents can object to a guardianship for several reasons, including:

The parent is fit and able to care for the child.
The guardianship is not in the child’s best interest.
The petitioner is not suitable to be the guardian.
The circumstances that led to the guardianship petition have changed.
The allegations made against the parent by the caregiver are not accurate.

1. Legal Standard

It is important to keep in mind that the decision regarding whether to grant a Petition for Guardianship is
governed by California Family Code section 3041, which reads in relevant part: 

(a) Before making an order granting custody to a person other than a parent, over the objection of a parent, the
court shall make a finding that granting custody to a parent would be detrimental to the child and that granting
custody to the nonparent is required to serve the best interest of the child. Allegations that parental custody
would be detrimental to the child, other than a statement of that ultimate fact, shall not appear in the pleadings.
The court may, in its discretion, exclude the public from the hearing on this issue. 

(b) Subject to subdivision (d), a finding that parental custody would be detrimental to the child shall be
supported by clear and convincing evidence. 

(c) As used in this section,“detriment to the child” includes the harm of removal from a stable placement of a
child with a person who has assumed, on a day-to-day basis, the role of the child's parent, fulfilling both the
child's physical needs and the child's psychological needs for care and affection, and who has assumed that role
for a substantial period of time. A finding of detriment does not require a finding of unfitness of the parents. 

(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the person to
whom custody may be given is a person described in subdivision (c), this finding shall constitute a finding that
the custody is in the best interest of the child and that parental custody would be detrimental to the child absent
a showing by a preponderance of the evidence to the contrary.

Although California has a preference for parental custody (see Family Code Section 975), in the context of
probate guardianships, that preference may be easily defeated if the proposed guardian can show that they
are a person described in subdivision(c) above - a “de facto parent” who has assumed day-to-day care of the
child. Given this, time is your enemy when you are representing parents in probate court. The longer a
child is being cared for by the proposed guardian, the more likely it becomes that the proposed guardian
can establish themselves as a de facto parent.



 2. Obtain and Complete Court Forms

3.  File the Forms

4. Serve the Documents
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To formally object to a Petition for Guardianship, parents must complete and file the following
forms:

GC-215 (Objection to Petition for Guardianship) – If responding to an initial
guardianship request.
For attorneys representing parents in objecting to probate guardianships, we strongly
suggest also filing:

Declaration of Parent with exhibits
Memorandum of Points and Authorities

Additional forms may be required depending on the case, including:
FW-001 - Request to Waive Court Fees
FW-003 - Order on Court Fee Waiver

File the above forms, completed and signed by the parent, in the already existing
guardianship case and under that case number.
Pay any necessary filing fees if a fee waiver was not requested.

Mail a copy of the Objection to the petitioner and other interested parties, including the other
parent. If a Declaration and/or a Memorandum of Points and Authorities was filed, these
should be mailed with the Objection. The fee waiver does not need to be served.
Complete, sign, and file a Proof of Service by Mail (FL-335).



C. Probate Investigation

Before a permanent probate guardianship can be granted, a probate investigation must occur. If
the person asking for guardianship is a relative, the investigation will be conducted by a court social
worker. If the person who is asking for the guardianship is a non-relative, the case will be referred
to the Los Angeles County Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) and DCFS will
conduct the investigation. These investigations typically occur two to three weeks before the
hearing on the permanent guardianship. The primary goal of this investigation is to assess the
suitability of the proposed guardian, ensuring that the child’s best interests are safeguarded. If your
client is a parent objecting to the guardianship, it is important that your client is included in the
investigation.

Even when a parent has filed an objection, it is common for the probate investigator to only speak
to the proposed guardian. This is because the investigator typically relies on the proposed
guardian’s petition to obtain contact information for the parent and the petition for guardianship
may contain inaccurate or no contact information for the parent. As parent’s counsel, it is
important to contact the probate investigator to ensure they have your client’s contact information
and will be reaching out to your client to schedule a time to speak. You may need to show the
probate investigator a copy of the Objection or your Substitution of Attorney so that they can enter
the correct contact information into their system. Although the probate investigator generally does
not speak to attorneys as part of their investigation, you can assist your client in preparing for the
investigation.

The probate investigator typically follows the following steps:

Interviews: Key individuals including the biological parent(s), the guardian, and the child (if
of speaking age) will be interviewed to gather insights into the family dynamics, the child’s
needs, and the parent’s capabilities. These interviews are generally done in person at the
court. The investigator may also contact collateral witnesses, such as visit monitors, if there is
time.
Document Review: The investigator may review relevant documents about the child, such
as school, IEP, and medical records, to understand their educational and healthcare needs.
Background Checks: A comprehensive background check will be conducted on the
proposed guardian, the biological parent, and all adults living in the proposed home,
including romantic partners who may occasionally cohabitate, to identify any history of DCFS
involvement or criminal records.
Assessment of Child’s Needs: The investigation will consider factors such as the child’s
schooling, family situation, healthcare needs, and, if applicable, the child’s own perspective on
the guardianship.
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To ensure a favorable outcome from the probate investigation, it’s important that the biological
parent prepare adequately:

Documentation and Records: Having organized records about the child’s schooling and
health care can be beneficial for the review process, showcasing responsibility and
involvement in the child’s well-being.
Openness and Honesty: During interviews, it’s crucial for the biological parent and other
household members to be polite, honest, and cooperative with the investigator, providing
clear and consistent information about their lifestyle, home environment, and relationship
with the child

The culmination of the probate investigation is a report presented to the judge, summarizing
findings and offering recommendations. This report may include:

Assessment of Guardianship Need: A conclusion on whether the existing guardianship is
still necessary or if the child can be safely returned to the care of their parent.
Concerns and Recommendations: Any concerns raised during the investigation will be
detailed, along with suggestions for steps that might include further evaluations, referrals to
social services, or emergency interventions if deemed necessary.
Visitation Recommendations: If continuing with the guardianship is recommended, the
investigator may suggest conditions under which the biological parent could be allowed
visitation.

Generally, the report is available the day before the hearing. If you are an attorney representing a
parent in their case and have substituted in, you should be able to access the report in the Attorney
Portal on the court’s website. Unrepresented parties generally cannot access the report unless they
request it in person. It is very important to review the report prior to the hearing since it will be an
important factor in the court’s decision. Although probate investigators can be asked to testify at
trial, they will not appear at the initial hearing where the report is first considered.
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D. Gathering Evidence

It can be very helpful to gather evidence to use in preparing your case strategy and to
introduce at court. Examples of evidence that can be useful are:

Communications between parent and caregiver;
Bank statements showing how much, if any support, parent was providing to caregiver;
Proof of parental fitness (employment records, housing stability, character references, etc.);
Documents showing the child’s well-being and relationship with the parent;
Concrete details from visits between Parent and Child;
Witness statements from teachers, doctors, or counselors.

Many cases begin due to allegations that a parent was investigated by DCFS and DCFS is requiring
the guardianship to avoid placement into foster care. For this reason, it may be helpful to request
the DCFS investigative records, which the parent is entitled to under Welfare and Institutions Code
Section 827. To do this, you would prepare and submit a Declaration in Support of Access  to
County Counsel requesting the records. See appendix for an example - request for the child’s
records on behalf of the parent. Note: DCFS records are confidential and cannot be directly used in
the probate proceeding. However, they can help you determine whether you would want to
subpoena the DCFS social worker at trial and can point you toward other evidence to gather.

If your client tells you that they are currently collecting public benefits for a child not in
their physical care, it is important that the client let the agency dispensing the benefits know so that
benefits can be terminated if appropriate.

14
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E. Probate Notes

About a week before every hearing, you should check to see if there are any “probate notes.”
Probate notes are notes compiled by attorneys who work for the probate court regarding
procedural issues that must be addressed before the Court can rule on the merits of the case. You
can find the probate notes by going to the Probate Notes section of the court’s website. In Los
Angeles County, this is lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/probate/cp/probate-notes. This page includes an
explanation of the notes, common abbreviations, and instructions on how to clear (i.e. address) the
notes. To access the notes for your specific case, you will need to have the case number.

F. Hearings

At the initial hearing, the Court will ask the parties to make appearances. The client should attend
the Court hearing, and you should make note of their attendance in stating your appearance. The
Court typically will then note whether there are any outstanding probate notes. If there are, the
Court should allow you to address the notes and then dispense with them, or ask a party to address
the notes by a deadline, such as the next hearing. If a probate investigator’s report has not been
filed, the Court will typically suggest continuing the hearing until one is ready. If the report has been
filed, the Court typically will say that they have reviewed the probate investigator’s report and the
parties filings and ask all parties to supplement their respective positions by making arguments on
the record, if desired.

If all parties agree as to an outcome, the Court may grant or deny the Petition for Guardianship, or
may continue the matter so that parties can address any remaining questions or concerns the Court
has. More frequently, the parties do not agree and the Court will either continue the matter out to
see if the parties can reach an agreement, or set the matter for trial. At this time, the Court may also
appoint Minor’s Counsel and/or order a supplemental probate investigation to address specific
issues identified by the Court.

At this initial hearing, the Court may order a visitation schedule (or order the parties to meet and
confer regarding the same). The Court will consider any argument parties may have on the
visitation schedule and when the next hearing should occur. If the parties do not agree, which is

1. The Initial Hearing

http://lacourt.ca.gov/pages/cp/probate-notes
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common, the Court will issue a visit order after hearing from all parties. The Court may order that
visits initially be supervised, but it is important to argue against the proposed guardians supervising
the visits since this will make what is likely a contentious situation worse. There are paid private
monitors available, but these often cost at least $75 an hour, so it is a good idea to come to the
hearing with some suggestions for non-professional monitors, like neutral family members, if you
believe that a supervised visit order is likely. 

Advise your client that it is not appropriate to respond to statements made by other parties,
including the guardian. Instead, they should leave room for counsel to respond or wait for the judge
to direct a question to them. Even though the merits of the petition are deeply personal and
emotional, the biological parent must understand that the judge will expect them to behave in a
professional, emotionally regulated manner, and failure to do so may prejudice their objective for
that particular hearing or, worse, altogether undermine their credibility.

The court often schedules additional hearings post-initial hearing to monitor the progress of the
visits and if the matter will need to be set for trial. 

Filings at Subsequent Hearings:

Minor’s Counsel Report: If there is minor’s counsel, they will submit a report prior to the next
hearing containing their recommendation and a summary of the investigative work and
discovery they have conducted. It is strategic to cooperate with minor’s counsel’s discovery
requests, even if informal, as they will note any resistance in their report. 

Biological Parent Evidence:
Attorneys should consider the strategic use of filings to present updated evidence of the
biological parent’s continued progress and the strengthening bond with the child. 
Generally, this updated evidence should be filed as a Supplemental Declaration with
exhibits attached to it. A Supplemental Declaration is not a standardized court form but
rather a document prepared on legal paper with a case caption that succinctly informs the
court of additional evidence being submitted for consideration. 
Exhibits may include updated declarations from visitation monitors documenting recent
visits, letters from therapists or counselors attesting to the ongoing therapeutic progress
between the parent and child, and any other relevant evidence showcasing the parent’s
readiness and ability to assume a more significant role in the child’s life.

As each hearing approaches, come prepared with ongoing narratives regarding how visits are going
(i.e., the client’s engagement in visitation, improvements in the parent-child bond, etc.) and the
client’s capacity to care for the minor (i.e., engagement in services, improvements in independence,
and readiness for the responsibilities of parenthood). 

2. Subsequent Hearings
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At all hearings, it is important to focus your argument on why guardianship is not necessary
and not in the child’s best interest. To do this, you will want to:

Show evidence of stability and parental involvement.
Address concerns raised by the petitioner.
Request visitation orders if none are present. Regular visitation is a crucial piece of
evidence and some judges and minor’s counsel are amenable to increasing visitation
pending trial.
Specifically request a trial on the Petition for Guardianship and request a trial setting
conference so that the case does not linger.

3. Presenting the Case

G. Minor’s Counsel

Often, the Court will appoint a lawyer for the child in contested guardianship cases. Lawyers
for children in these cases are called Minor’s Counsel and are selected from a panel of
attorneys who have completed a basic training and applied to be on the panel. The role of
minor’s counsel in probate court proceedings is to investigate, present evidence, and
advocate for what they believe is in the child’s best interest. 

Because minor’s counsel plays such a large role in probate guardianship cases, it is important
to work well with them. Most minor’s counsel will ask clients to complete an intake form and
ask you, as the client’s attorney, to sign a waiver that allows them to speak directly with the
client outside of your presence. It is common for attorneys to sign these forms, but also
important that it be done after careful consideration and discussion with the client. If you do
not sign the waiver, you will need to be present when minor’s counsel interviews your client -
something that may be critical in some cases and less necessary in others.

Minor’s counsel will also make recommendations to the court regarding what decision is in
the child’s best interest. For this reason, it is important to understand any concerns minor’s
counsel may have about your client and to address them if possible.



H. Trial
If the parties cannot agree as to whether the guardianship should be granted, the matter
should be set for trial. Unlike many other legal cases, it can be hard to settle a guardianship
matter because there is not a clear middle ground - either the guardianship is granted and a
parent’s rights suspended or the guardianship is not granted, leaving parental rights intact,
but the guardian without a formal legal relationship with the child that they sought.
Guardianships cannot have an agreed upon end time that is stipulated by the parties so
parents should be wary of any settlement that states that the guardianship will terminate if a
parent takes or completes a certain action; these are not legally enforceable.

Because most litigants in probate guardianship matters are unrepresented, trials are rare.
However, a trial may be the only way in many cases for a parent to regain physical custody
of their child. If you are preparing for trial, you will want to prepare:

A trial brief outlining the law and all of your legal and factual arguments;
A witness list listing all of the witnesses you intend to call; and
A exhibit list with all of your exhibits attached.

Trials are generally held at 1:30pm and often span across several afternoons spread out over
several weeks. At the conclusion of the trial, you will have an opportunity to make a closing
statement. It is also generally a good idea to ask for a specific statement of decision.
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If a guardianship has already been issued, but a parent is being prevented from seeing their child
regularly, you may want to file a Petition for Visitation. A Petition for Visitation is not a standardized
court form but rather a document prepared on legal paper with a case caption that requests a
hearing for the Court to consider whether making a set visit order is in the child’s best interest.

To file a Petition for Visitation, parents must complete and file the following documents:

Petition for Visitation – this document should lay out the parent’s specific request as well as
the reasons why this request is in the child’s best interest.
Additional forms may be required depending on the case, including:

FW-001 - Request to Waive Court Fees
FW-003 - Order on Court Fee Waiver

These pleadings should then signed by the parent and filed in the already existing guardianship case
and under that case number. The pleadings should then be personally served on the guardian and a
Proof of Personal Service (FL-330) should be completed.

In determining what type and schedule of visits to request, consider requesting the greatest
frequency of visitation that is realistic, considering the client’s schedule as well as what the client
knows about the child and guardian’s schedule. It is important that the client does not overcommit,
as canceled visits may prejudice their efforts. Also consider whether your client would like to
communicate regularly with the minor between visits, and whether the client can commit to calls or
FaceTimes of a regular frequency (i.e., nightly at 7 p.m.).

If the child has expressed that they don’t want to see the biological parent, it may be best to ask for
conjoint therapy instead of visitation. If it’s anticipated that a visitation monitor will be necessary, be
prepared to suggest potential monitors. It may be strategic to advocate for using a non-professional
monitor, if necessary to reduce expenses. In this case, you should discuss with your client and
possibly the guardian in advance who may be suitable, to avoid having the guardian claim potential
bias by the proposed monitor at the hearing.

At the hearing, you should request a return date for a status conference to discuss how visits have
been going and whether they can be expanded. Be prepared to advocate for how much time you
believe is ideal between hearings. For example, if the Court is expected to order monitored visits but
you have not yet found a visitation monitor, you may want to ensure enough time between hearings
to account for an anticipated delay for beginning the visitation.

Petition for Visitation
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In California, guardianship termination follows legal standards delineated in California’s Probate
Code. Specifically, a guardianship concludes by operation of law upon the minor’s death, adoption,
marriage, enlistment in the armed forces, emancipation, or when the minor turns 18. Prob. Code §
1600. A petition for termination can be initiated by the guardian, a parent, or the ward themselves
(if over 12 years old), contingent on the determination that the guardianship is no longer in the
minor’s best interest or is unnecessary. Prob. Code § 1601. The court’s decision to terminate a
guardianship is exclusively based on the minor’s best interest, a standard also supported by case
law. Guardianship of L.V ., 136 Cal. App. 4th 481, 489. The Petitioner in a termination case, often
the parent, has the burden of proving that the termination is in the child’s best interest.

If successful in terminating the guardianship, the parents regain custody over the minor. Should the
parent desire primary custody over the other parent, a subsequent family law action will be
necessary.

Termination of Guardianship

Before initiating any legal proceedings to terminate a guardianship, laying the groundwork is
crucial for readying the case for a successful petition to terminate guardianship. This includes:

Engagement with the Guardian: A parent should begin by initiating contact with the
guardian, expressing the parent’s intentions to become more involved in the child’s life. This
might involve the assistance of internal social workers or certified professional visitation
monitors to facilitate communication and navigate interpersonal dynamics. It is usually best
for the parent to make contact themselves, rather than through a lawyer, so the guardian is not
caught off guard.
Client Behavior: Whether or not the client makes the initial contact, it will be necessary for
the client and guardian to interact over time. Advise the client on the importance of
demonstrating maturity, politeness, and appreciation towards the guardian. It’s crucial for the
biological parent to acknowledge the guardian’s significant role and to show a genuine
commitment to re-establishing a bond with their child.
Utilizing Professional Support: If your organization has certified professional visitation
monitors, offer their services to the guardian. If not, consider whether your client or
organization can afford a third-party monitor or can offer the supervision of a non-professional
individual trusted by the guardian. This gesture can alleviate the guardian’s safety concerns
and demonstrate a commitment to a safe and controlled environment for the child.

A. Pre-filing Preparations and Strategy



Consistency in Visitation: Work towards setting up regular, consistent visits between the child
and the biological parent. Emphasize to the client the importance of consistency in exercising any
visitation agreed upon informally by the guardian. Such commitment can significantly impact the
guardian’s openness to terminating the guardianship.
Liberalizing Visits: Work toward progressively liberalized visitation either through agreement
or through court order. Visitation might start under the supervision of a visitation monitor, and
then progress to unsupervised visits. Or, these visits may start on a monthly basis and progress to
weekly and eventually overnight visits.
Conjoint Therapy: In cases where rebuilding the relationship requires more than just visits,
consider arranging conjoint therapy sessions or incorporating the biological parent into the child’s
existing psychotherapy sessions. This can help mend bonds weakened by parental absence or
incarceration.
Documenting Interactions: Ensure monitored visits are meticulously documented by
visitation monitors. These reports are vital in showing the positive interactions and bonding
progress between parent and child. Ask the visitation monitor to make note of the parties showing
verbal or physical affection. Similarly, if the parties are engaged in conjoint therapy, a progress
letter from the therapist will serve as crucial evidence of the strengthening relationship. In
speaking with the client, deemphasize the importance of documenting negative interactions with
the guardian, so as not to encourage counterproductive behavior. You can reevaluate, upon
preparing filings, whether to include evidence of unsuccessful efforts to coordinate visits.
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The litigation process begins with the preparation and filing of several key documents, including:

GC-255 (Petition for Termination of Guardianship) – The primary document that
outlines the request for termination and the reasons supporting this request. If filed by a parent,
there is no fee for a Petition for Termination of Guardianship, although it is still helpful to prepare
and file a fee waiver.
For attorneys representing parents in objecting to probate guardianships, we strongly suggest also
filing:

Declaration of Parent with exhibits - It’s strategic to present declaration testimony and
evidence of the pre-filing efforts, including monitored visits and parental stability, at the
initial filing. This can also include declaration testimony and evidence addressing the merits
underlying the original guardianship petition (i.e., contesting or contextualizing parental
consent or abandonment), as well as a summary of the parent’s historical efforts at
reunification, even prior to engaging counsel. Such evidence can set a positive tone for the
case and may influence the court’s perspective from the outset. You can draft a supporting
declaration on captioned legal paper
Memorandum of Points and Authorities

Additional forms may be required depending on the case, including:
FW-001 - Request to Waive Court Fees
FW-003 - Order on Court Fee Waiver

B. Obtain and Complete Client Forms



C. File the Forms

Upon filing, the court will set a date for a hearing when accepting the filing and returning a
conformed copy. Notice of this hearing must be provided to all interested parties as required
by law. Serve all necessary parties with GC-020, Notice of Hearing, and either DE-
120(MA)/GC-020(MA), for proof of service by mail, or GC-020(P), Proof of Personal
Service of Notice of Hearing.

D. Serve the Documents

22

File the above forms, completed and signed by the parent, in the already existing
guardianship case and under that case number.
Pay any necessary filing fees if a fee waiver was not requested.
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The hearings and trial in a termination of guardianship petition operate similarly to the
hearings and trial in an initial guardianship proceeding. Please reference the section on
hearings and trial above for more information on what to expect at these hearings.

F. Hearings and Trial

As described in the section above regarding guardianship proceedings, it will be important to
prepare the client for the probate investigation and to review probate notes prior to every
hearing. It is likely that a minor’s counsel will be appointed as well. In termination matters,
clients will also want to gather evidence showing their stability, including:

Preparing for Reunification: Includes verifying that the parent has stable housing
and employment and is living a sober life. The parent should expect that any appointed
minor’s counsel will request drug testing, including for the legal substance marijuana, so
sobriety should begin immediately. Additionally, if necessary, the parent should be
engaged in mental health or substance abuse treatment.
Evidence of Stability: Documents evidencing the parent’s stable situation, such as
certificates of completion for any programs undertaken, apartment leases, valid driver’s
licenses, and pay stubs, can later serve as critical evidence. This information is
particularly important for any later-appointed minor’s counsel to make a favorable
recommendation to the court.

Once you are the attorney of record for the biological parent, check the LASC Attorney Portal
to see if the confidential records can be accessed there. If not, call the applicable probate
court department to inquire if the clerk will release it to you. The department may have been
reassigned, in which case you should call the new department rather than the one that
originally established the guardianship. Sometimes the clerk will email confidential records
to you–other times they will make you go to the department in person, with a state ID and
bar card, to inspect the records physically at a time convenient to the clerk (i.e., when the
court is not in session).

E. Prepare for Court
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MOTHER’S PETITION FOR VISITATION 

violence, drug abuse, or abduction. Guardian’s actions are not in Arya’s best interest. Mother 

respectfully requests that the Court issue a new visitation order as follows:  

1. Weekly four-hour visits which start at the same time as therapy appointments between
Mother and Arya, scheduled as recommended by Arya’s therapist. If Guardian does
not permit Mother to transport Arya to the appointment, Guardian is responsible for
transporting Arya to the appointment. If therapy is not scheduled, the weekly four-
hour visits shall be on Tuesdays from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

2. Overnight visits, every Friday at 3:30 p.m. to Saturday at 7:30 p.m. On the first and
third weekend of each month, overnight visits shall be extended to Sunday at 7:30
p.m. The first weekend shall be defined as beginning on the first Friday of the month.

3. If Arya is in school, Mother shall pick up Arya directly from school for visits. If Arya
is not in school, Mother shall pick up Arya from Guardian’s home. If either party is
late by more than 30 minutes, the visitation is considered cancelled by the late party.

4. Mother and Guardian are to communicate about Arya via Talking Parents at least once
per week and must respond to each other within 24 hours of viewing a message.

II. STATEMENT OF FACTS

On February 28, 2024, the Court ordered visitation between Mother and Arya on Saturdays

from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. and ordered Guardian to encourage Arya to participate in the visits. 

On April 25, 2024, the Court increased visitation between Mother and Arya. Saturday visits 

now ended at 6:00 p.m. and the Court ordered Tuesday visits from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., with 

curbside exchanges. 

On July 1, 2024, the Court increased visitation between Mother and Arya as follows: 

Wednesday pickup at 3:00 PM and overnight visit with a drop-off at 3:00 
PM Thursday. Any alterations are to be discussed ahead of time. Parties 
are to regularly check Talking Parents. Tuesday visits will no longer 
occur. The court grants Saturday visits from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  

Beginning December 4, 2024, Mother visited Arya according to this schedule. Mother taught 

Arya how to play chess and card games, took Arya on outings to museums and the Santa Monica 

Pier, and they settled into routines. When each visit came to an end, Arya would ask if she could stay 

a little longer, or just do one more activity with Mother, and count how many days were left until she 

could see Mother again. See Mother’s Declaration, attached as Exhibit A, ¶2-6.  

On December 19, 2024, the Department of Children and Family Services investigator Maria 

Rodriguez observed a Thursday morning visit with Mother and Arya at Mother’s home. The 
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MOTHER’S PETITION FOR VISITATION 

investigator observed Mother and Arya to “have a close bond.” The investigator concluded that Arya 

“has an affection for and bond with her mother, which was observed during this investigator’s visit. 

[Arya] did not exhibit any fear while with her mother, and showed excitement while giving this 

investigator a tour of the facility and their room. The child was dressed appropriately for the weather; 

there were no visible marks or bruises on the child.” She did not report any safety concerns regarding 

Mother’s home. See Last Minute Information for the Court, page 2, filed January 7, 2025.  

Mother and Arya visited according to the Court’s order without issue through May 24, 2025. 

Exhibit A, ¶7-8; see photographs taken by Mother during that time, attached as Exhibits B, C, D. 

During that time, Guardian and Mother regularly exchanged messages through Talking Parents about 

Arya.1 They updated each other regarding Arya’s moods, checked in about visit logistics, and to 

protect Arya from illness, sometimes agreed to reschedule visits. Overall, Guardian and Mother 

followed the Court’s order to communicate via Talking Parents and to check the application 

regularly. Exhibit A, ¶12. 

However, on May 28, 2025, Guardian informed Mother that Arya did not want to go on her 

overnight visit. Guardian said she asked Arya, a six-year-old, to call Mother, but Arya did not want to 

call. Guardian continued, “As per anything that we have planned, if she clearly states she’s against it, 

I don’t force her to go along with it.” Mother said she was in the area and was prepared to follow 

through with the visit that day and therapy the next day. Guardian said Arya’s therapist would not 

mind rescheduling. Mother suggested setting a specific window for a FaceTime instead, and later that 

week, sent links so that Arya and Mother could play virtual chess. Guardian did not respond. Exhibit 

A, ¶9-10. 

In June 2025, Guardian cancelled all of Mother and Arya’s overnight visits. Often, after 

Mother informed Guardian that she was on the way to pick up Arya, Guardian would tell Mother that 

Arya did not want to go on the visit. Mother would assert that she would be ready for Arya at 3:00 

p.m. Guardian would not respond or would say she could not make Arya get out of bed. Sometimes,

1 The Talking Parents Message Record between Mother and Guardian is 120 pages and includes 
every message from July 2024 to date. Mother will produce the record upon request. 
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Guardian would say she was not at home when Mother arrived to pick up Arya. Mother would ring 

the doorbell, but often, no one answered. Exhibit A, ¶12. 

Guardian told Mother that it would be better for Arya if Mother did not “force” the visits, and 

Mother tried to work with Guardian. If Guardian informed Mother that Arya did not want to go on 

the visit that day but would meet at therapy instead, Mother agreed. Mother believed that Guardian 

would work in good-faith with Arya’s therapist to support visits between Mother and Arya.  

In July 2025, Guardian also stopped responding to most of Mother’s Talking Parents 

messages. As a result, Mother also tried texting Guardian, and Guardian sometimes responded to 

those texts. Additionally, Guardian began cancelling Mother and Arya’s therapy appointments. For 

example, on July 10, 2025, Arya’s therapist scheduled an individual session for Arya at Guardian’s 

home, followed immediately by a session with Mother at the park or Starbucks. These sessions were 

scheduled during Mother’s Thursday visitation time. Not only did Guardian cancel the overnight 

visit, she also cancelled Mother and Arya’s therapy appointment, less than two hours before it was to 

begin. Exhibit A, ¶16; see Exhibit E, Message from Arya’s Therapist. This was the fourth 

consecutive therapy appointment Guardian had cancelled. Exhibit A, ¶16. In another example, Arya’s 

therapist used a group chat with Mother and Guardian to confirm a July 24, 2025 appointment with 

Mother and Arya. Per Guardian’s request, Mother waited at the therapist’s office. Guardian did not 

bring Arya to the appointment. Exhibit A, ¶17; see Exhibit F, Group Chat. 

On July 31, 2025, Guardian allowed Mother to take Arya to therapy. In the car, Arya 

expressed that she did want to visit Mother and asked why Mother had not been visiting her. Arya 

was angry and visibly upset, and Mother responded as best she could and let Arya process her 

feelings. Mother updated both Arya’s therapist and Guardian about the conversation. Mother 

informed Guardian that moving forward, she would no longer confirm with Guardian whether the 

visit was happening. To avoid disagreement, Mother would arrive at the curb on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays. Mother told Guardian she would message her when she arrived and planned to wait to see 

if Arya was available for the visit. If Arya was not available, then Mother would meet Guardian at the 

therapist’s office for Arya’s Thursday appointments with Mother. Exhibit A, ¶21. 
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On Saturday, August 2, 2025, Guardian responded to Mother and disagreed that Arya wanted 

to visit with her. Guardian told Mother that her grandparents were prepared to take legal action to 

keep Mother away from their property. Guardian also told Mother that she and Arya would not be at 

home and asked that Mother not “interrupt” her family. As a result, Mother did not attempt to pick up 

Arya that day. Exhibit A, ¶22. For the rest of the month, Mother attempted to visit Arya according to 

the Court’s order. Each Wednesday and Saturday, Mother drove to Carson, parked at the curb near 

Guardian’s home, sent Guardian a message, and waited for Arya for 30 to 45 minutes. Arya never 

came outside. Exhibit A, ¶22-31. 

On Thursday, August 7, 2025, Mother met Guardian and Arya at the therapist’s office. 

Guardian took Arya home immediately after the session ended. Guardian has not permitted Mother 

and Arya to see each other since then. Guardian cancelled Mother and Arya’s only other August 

therapy session. Exhibit A, ¶28. 

On September 7, 2025, after failing to respond to Mother’s Talking Parents messages 

regarding visitation and therapy for a month, Guardian messaged Mother. Guardian repeated that she 

did not want Mother to pick up Arya from her Grandparent’s home and asked that Mother contact 

Guardian for an alternate location before visiting. Exhibit A, ¶ 34.  

On Wednesday, September 10, 2025, Mother voiced her concern to Guardian that 

coordinating a location each week would be confusing. However, Mother also said that if Arya wants 

to see her, she wants to be there for Arya. Mother requested that, if Guardian wants to meet at an 

alternate location, Guardian message her a day in advance. Exhibit A, ¶ 35. Mother also asked that 

the location be within five minutes of Guardian’s home so that she could plan accordingly. Guardian 

viewed Mother’s message but did not respond. Mother arrived at the Freeman home and as usual 

notified Guardian that she had arrived. Shortly afterwards, Guardian’s grandmother came outside and 

accused Mother of stalking Guardian. Mother left, and it appeared to Mother that Guardian’s 

grandmother had called the police. Exhibit A, ¶ 36.  
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III. ARGUMENT

A. Frequent visitation with Mother is in Arya’s best interest.

The California Probate Code directs probate courts considering matters of child custody to the

law set out in the California Family Code.  See Pro. Code Section 1514(b)(1) directing probate courts 

to Family Code Sections 3020 et. seq. and 3040 et. seq. Section 3020 of the California Family Code 

states both that “it is the public policy of this state to assure that the health, safety, and welfare of 

children should be the court’s primary concern” and that “it is the public policy of this state to assure 

children have frequent and continuing contact with both parents.”  Fam. Code Sec. 3020(a) and (b).  

It has been a long-held edict of the law governing child custody in California that it is 

generally in a child’s best interest to have contact with their parent, even if that parent does not have 

physical custody of the child, absent a showing that any contact with the parent would be detrimental. 

Fam. Code Sec. 3100(a); see Camacho v. Camacho (1985) 173 CA3d 214, 218 (holding that the trial 

court erred in conditioning a parent's right to visitation on his willingness to seek therapy to achieve 

“emotional maturity” when there was no separate showing that such visitation would cause harm to 

the child.) 

Arya and Mother have a close bond, and it is in Arya’s best interest to have visitation with 

Mother. Here, Guardian has custody of Arya and Mother has visitation. Although the right to 

visitation is not equivalent to full custody, it is a limited form of custody during the time the right is 

being exercised. Perry v. Superior Court (1980) 108 C.A.3d 480, 483, 166 C.R. 583, infra, § 234; In 

re Robert D. (1984) 151 C.A.3d 391, 396, 198 C.R. 801. Furthermore, California courts have held 

that orders establishing no or severely limited visits are appropriate only in the most extreme cases.  

In Hoversten v. Superior Court (1999) 74 CA4th 636, 641, the court found that even limiting 

visitation to letters and telephone calls should only be used as a “last resort.”  There, the respondent 

argued that an incarcerated parent’s loss of in-person visitation did not deprive him of any substantial 

right because prior to his incarceration, he lost physical custody of his children.  However, the 

appellate court found that argument seriously underestimated the nature of the right at stake.  Id.  The 

court explained that as to visitation, “[t]he relationship between parent and child is so basic to the 

human equation as to be considered a fundamental right ….  [Citations.] Interference with that right 
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should only be justified by some compelling necessity, i.e., a parent dangerously abusing a child....” 

Hoversten, supra, citing In re Smith, 112 Cal.App.3d 956, 968-969. See Kim v. Kim (1989) 208 

CA3d 364, 371 (holding that an order temporarily suspending visitation was appropriate where the 

father had spent time in prison for shooting the mother).   

Here, there is no evidence that contact with Mother would be detrimental to Arya. This case 

does not involve a history of violence, drug abuse, or abduction. There are no safety concerns in this 

case. There is no basis for restricting contact between Mother and Arya as Guardian has done. 

Guardian has even cancelled therapy between Arya and Mother. It is Guardian’s interference with 

Mother and Arya’s relationship that is detrimental to Arya. Denying Arya frequent and predictable, 

in-person contact with Mother causes her irreparable harm.   

B. Guardian ignored this Court’s order and interfered in Mother’s visitation with
Arya.

Under California Family Code section 3046, subsection (a)(1), “If a party is absent…the court 

shall not consider the absence or relocation as a factor in determining custody or visitation” if “the 

absence or relocation is of short duration and the court finds that, during the period of absence or 

relocation, the party has demonstrated an interest in maintaining custody or visitation, the party 

maintains, or makes reasonable efforts to maintain, regular contact with the child, and the party's 

behavior demonstrates no intent to abandon the child.” Further, under subsection (b),“the court may 

consider attempts by one party to interfere with the other party's regular contact with the child in 

determining if the party has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (a).” 

Here, Mother consistently tried to maintain regular contact with Arya. However, because of 

Guardian’s interference, since July 1, 2025, Arya has only seen Mother three times when they should 

have seen each other 20 times. Exhibit A, ¶ 34. Mother has clearly demonstrated her interest in 

maintaining contact with Arya. Mother has continued to communicate with Guardian each 

Wednesday and Saturday and attempts to pick up Arya for visits, even though Guardian failed to 

respond to Mother for weeks and has not made Arya available in over a month. Mother’s separation 

from Arya this summer should not be a factor in determining visitation. 
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III. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Mother respectfully requests that the Court issue a visitation order,

granting frequent, in-person and overnight visitation between her and Arya, unsupervised by 

Guardian, as well as an order that Guardian make Arya available for therapy sessions between 

Mother and Arya as recommended by Arya’s therapist. 

Dated: September 13, 2025 Respectfully submitted: 

FINCH & ASSOCIATES 

Atticus Finch 
Attorney for Mother, Joan Snow 

85



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Exhibit 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 
F 

Document Name 

Mother’s Declaration, dated September 11, 2025 

Photograph taken by Mother, February 5, 2025 

Photographs taken by Mother, March 26, 2025 

Photographs taken by Mother, May 21-22, 2025 

Screenshot of Text Message from Arya’s Therapist to Mother 
Screenshot of Text Messages between Arya’s Therapist, Mother, 
and Guardian 

Page
Number 

9 
MOTHER’S PETITION FOR VISITATION 

INDEX TO EXHIBITS 

86


	Ensuring Family Connection:  A Guide to Representing Parents in Probate Guardianships
	This manual serves as a step-by-step guide for practitioners on how to represent parents in probate guardianship proceedings in the probate division of the California Superior Court, with a focus on Los Angeles County. Please note that court procedures and practices vary greatly between jurisdictions and judicial officers, and they often change. Here, we include information specific to current procedures before the Los Angeles County Superior Court. You will need to check the local rules at the court where the guardianship proceeding has been filed for information specific to your case. You may also want to consult with an experience practitioner in your jurisdiction.
	While this publication is designed to provide accurate and current information about the law, readers should contact an attorney or other expert for advice in particular cases, and should also consult the relevant statutes and court decisions when relying on cited material, as the laws might change. The content of this manual may be reprinted. However, Public Counsel must authorize any adaptations or translations of the contents of this manual.
	This manual was developed with support from the Anthony Pritzker Family Foundation.
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