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Table of Authorities

Cases




Statutes & Court Rules


Introduction

This appeal challenges an order in [describe the nature of the case, e.g., "a family law proceeding, granting full physical and legal custody of the child to Appellant"]. The trial court erred in its judgment by failing to [briefly describe the main error]. This error resulted in a miscarriage of justice, as the court did not properly consider [key evidence or legal principle].



Statement of Appealability

This appeal is from [describe the judgment or order, e.g., "a judgment after a non-jury trial"]. It is appealable under Code of Civil Procedure section 904.1.



Factual and Procedural Background

I. Factual History
[Summarize the facts leading to the lawsuit, based on the record from the superior court.]



II. Procedural History
[Detail the key procedural steps in the lower court, including motions, hearings, and rulings that are relevant to the appeal.]



Arguments

I. Legal Framework
A. Governing Principles of Law
[Explain the legal standards or rules that apply to the issues on appeal.]

1. Standard of Review
[Discuss the standard of review applicable to each issue (e.g., de novo, abuse of discretion, substantial evidence).] [The Court provides an explanation of the standards of review here: https://www.courts.ca.gov/12431.htm] 





2. Law Governing the Case
[Present the laws, cases, or rules that directly impact the appeal.]



II. Discussion: Application of the Law to the Facts
[Apply the legal principles to the facts of your case to demonstrate why the lower court’s decision was incorrect.]



III. The Alleged Trial Error Resulted in a Miscarriage of Justice
[Explain how the errors made by the trial court affected the outcome and why a different result would likely have occurred without these errors.]







Conclusion

For the reasons stated above, the judgment of the lower court should be reversed.

Respectfully submitted,  
Dated: [Date]  
[bookmark: _GoBack][Your Name], Appellant, In Pro Per



Certificate of Word Count

The foregoing Appellant’s Opening Brief is produced using 13-point Roman type and consists of [word count] words. Appellant relies on the word count generated by the word-processing program used to generate the brief.



Proof of Service

[Include Proof of Service Form as required, indicating that all parties were served with the brief as necessary.]


Instructions for Use

1. Customization: Replace placeholders (e.g., [Your Name], [The Other Party’s Name], etc.) with specific details pertinent to your case.
2. Content: Ensure all sections are filled out based on your case's facts, procedural history, and legal arguments.
3. Formatting: Follow California Rules of Court for brief formatting, including font size, margins, and line spacing.
4. Proofreading: Carefully proofread your document for accuracy in legal citations, factual representations, and adherence to court rules.

Additional Resources

- The complete template and forms are available on the Public Counsel website [here](https://publiccounsel.org/clinics/appellate-clinic/resources-materials/).
- For more detailed instructions and examples, consult the Opening Brief Template document from Public Counsel’s website.

If you need further assistance or have specific questions about sections of your brief, feel free to ask!
