
FROM THE California Rules of Court-- 

RULE 8.500. PETITION FOR REVIEW 

(a) Right to file a petition, answer, or reply

(1) A party may file a petition in the Supreme Court for review of

any decision of the Court of Appeal, including any interlocutory

order, except the denial of a transfer of a case within the

appellate jurisdiction of the superior court.

(2) A party may file an answer responding to the issues raised in

the petition. In the answer, the party may ask the court to

address additional issues if it grants review.

(3) The petitioner may file a reply to the answer.

(Subd (a) amended effective January 1, 2004.) 

(b) Grounds for review

The Supreme Court may order review of a Court of Appeal 

decision: 

(1) When necessary to secure uniformity of decision or to settle

an important question of law;

(2) When the Court of Appeal lacked jurisdiction;

(3) When the Court of Appeal decision lacked the concurrence of

sufficient qualified justices; or

(4) For the purpose of transferring the matter to the Court of

Appeal for such proceedings as the Supreme Court may order.

(Subd (b) amended effective January 1, 2007.) 

(c) Limits of review



(1) As a policy matter, on petition for review the Supreme Court

normally will not consider an issue that the petitioner failed to

timely raise in the Court of Appeal.

(2) A party may petition for review without petitioning for

rehearing in the Court of Appeal, but as a policy matter the

Supreme Court normally will accept the Court of Appeal opinion's

statement of the issues and facts unless the party has called the

Court of Appeal's attention to any alleged omission or

misstatement of an issue or fact in a petition for rehearing.

(d) Petitions in nonconsolidated proceedings

If the Court of Appeal decides an appeal and denies a related 

petition for writ of habeas corpus without issuing an order to 

show cause and without formally consolidating the two 

proceedings, a party seeking review of both decisions must file a 

separate petition for review in each proceeding. 

(e) Time to serve and file

(1) A petition for review must be served and filed within 10 days

after the Court of Appeal decision is final in that court. For

purposes of this rule, the date of finality is not extended if it falls

on a day on which the office of the clerk/executive officer is closed.

(2) The time to file a petition for review may not be extended, but

the Chief Justice may relieve a party from a failure to file a

timely petition for review if the time for the court to order review

on its own motion has not expired.

(3) If a petition for review is presented for filing before the Court

of Appeal decision is final in that court, the clerk/executive officer

of the Supreme Court must accept it and file it on the day after

finality.

(4) Any answer to the petition must be served and filed within 20

days after the petition is filed.

(5) Any reply to the answer must be served and filed within 10

days after the answer is filed.



(Subd (e) amended effective January 1, 2018; previously amended 

effective January 1, 2007, and January 1, 2009.) 

(f) Additional requirements

(1) The petition must also be served on the superior court clerk

and, if filed in paper format, the clerk/executive officer of the

Court of Appeal. Electronic filing of a petition constitutes service

of the petition on the clerk/executive officer of the Court of

Appeal.

(2) A copy of each brief must be served on a public officer or

agency when required by statute or by rule 8.29.

(3) The clerk/executive officer of the Supreme Court must file the

petition even if its proof of service is defective, but if the

petitioner fails to file a corrected proof of service within 5 days

after the clerk gives notice of the defect the court may strike the

petition or impose a lesser sanction.

(Subd (f) amended effective January 1, 2020; previously amended 

effective January 1, 2004, January 1, 2007, and January 1, 2018.) 

(g) Amicus curiae letters

(1) Any person or entity wanting to support or oppose a petition

for review or for an original writ must serve on all parties and

send to the Supreme Court an amicus curiae letter rather than a

brief.

(2) The letter must describe the interest of the amicus curiae.

Any matter attached to the letter or incorporated by reference

must comply with rule 8.504(e).

(3) Receipt of the letter does not constitute leave to file an

amicus curiae brief on the merits under rule 8.520(f).



RULE 8.504. FORM AND CONTENTS OF PETITION, ANSWER, AND REPLY 

(a) In general

Except as provided in this rule, a petition for review, answer, and reply 

must comply with the relevant provisions of rule 8.204. 

(Subd (a) amended effective January 1, 2007.) 

(b) Contents of a petition

(1)The body of the petition must begin with a concise,

nonargumentative statement of the issues presented for review,

framing them in terms of the facts of the case but without unnecessary

detail.

(2)The petition must explain how the case presents a ground for review

under rule 8.500(b).

(3)If a petition for rehearing could have been filed in the Court of

Appeal, the petition for review must state whether it was filed and, if

so, how the court ruled.

(4)If the petition seeks review of a Court of Appeal opinion, a copy of

the opinion showing its filing date and a copy of any order modifying

the opinion or directing its publication must be bound at the back of the

original petition and each copy filed in the Supreme Court or, if the

petition is not filed in paper form, attached.

(5)If the petition seeks review of a Court of Appeal order, a copy of the

order showing the date it was entered must be bound at the back of the

original petition and each copy filed in the Supreme Court or, if the

petition is not filed in paper form, attached.

(6)The title of the case and designation of the parties on the cover of the

petition must be identical to the title and designation in the Court of

Appeal opinion or order that is the subject of the petition.

(7)Rule 8.508 governs the form and content of a petition for review filed

by the defendant in a criminal case for the sole purpose of exhausting

state remedies before seeking federal habeas corpus review.



(Subd (b) amended effective January 1, 2016; previously amended 

effective January 1, 2004, January 1, 2007, and January 1, 2009.) 

(c) Contents of an answer

An answer that raises additional issues for review must contain a 

concise, nonargumentative statement of those issues, framing them in 

terms of the facts of the case but without unnecessary detail. 

(d) Length

(1)If produced on a computer, a petition or answer must not exceed

8,400 words, including footnotes, and a reply must not exceed 4,200

words, including footnotes. Each petition, answer, or reply must include

a certificate by appellate counsel or an unrepresented party stating the

number of words in the document. The person certifying may rely on

the word count of the computer program used to prepare the document.

(2)If typewritten, a petition or answer must not exceed 30 pages and a

reply must not exceed 15 pages.

(3)The tables, the cover information required under rule 8.204(b)(10),

the Court of Appeal opinion, a certificate under (1), any signature

block, and any attachment under (e)(1) are excluded from the limits

stated in (1) and (2).

(4)On application and for good cause, the Chief Justice may permit a

longer petition, answer, reply, or attachment.

(Subd (d) amended effective January 1, 2011; adopted as subd (e); 

previously relettered effective January 1, 2004; previously amended 

effective January 1, 2007.) 

(e) Attachments and incorporation by reference

(1)No attachments are permitted except:

(A)An opinion or order required to be attached under (b)(4) or (5);



(B)Exhibits or orders of a trial court or Court of Appeal that the party 

considers unusually significant; 

 

(C)Copies of relevant local, state, or federal regulations or rules, out-of-

state statutes, or other similar citable materials that are not readily 

accessible; and 

 

(D)An opinion required to be attached under rule 8.1115(c). 

 

(2)The attachments under (1)(B)–(C) must not exceed a combined total 

of 10 pages. 

 

(3)No incorporation by reference is permitted except a reference to a 

petition, an answer, or a reply filed by another party in the same case 

or filed in a case that raises the same or similar issues and in which a 

petition for review is pending or has been granted. 

 

(Subd (e) amended effective January 1, 2009; adopted as subd (f); 

previously relettered effective January 1, 2004; previously amended 

effective January 1, 2007.) 

 

Rule 8.504 amended effective January 1, 2016; adopted as rule 28.1 

effective January 1, 2003; previously amended and renumbered as rule 

8.504 effective January 1, 2007; previously amended effective January 

1, 2004, January 1, 2009, and January 1, 2011. 


