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1 JOB # 89186: MAE M. v. KOMROSKY 

First Legal Depositions 
Address:  1517 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90026 

Phone:  855.348.4997 

2 

[JUL-21-2023 7-30 PM SPECIAL MEETING TVUSD 2 

GOVERNING BOARD; 2:59:09 TO 3:00:17] 3 

DR. JOSEPH KOMROSKY:  I'm gonna read off 4 

this motion then.  I call for a motion and a 5 

second to approve the "Social Studies Alive," as 6 

elementary social/science curriculum for grades 7 

one through five.  The interim superintendent is 8 

directed to implement this new curriculum by 9 

placing unit 12 of the fourth-grade materials at 10 

the end of the scope and sequence of the 2023-24 11 

instructional year.  The interim superintendent 12 

is further directed to work with the curriculum 13 

design team to review unit 12 of the fourth-14 

grade materials and recommend substituted age-15 

appropriate curriculum that meets all state and 16 

federal standards, including the Fair Act.  But 17 

this is also consistent with the Board's 18 

commitment to exclude sexualized topics of 19 

instruction from the elementary school grade 20 

levels.  Do I have a motion and a second? 21 

STEVEN SCHWARTZ:  Yeah.  I just want to make 22 

sure we included the supplementary materials in 23 

our motion, which I made before. 24 

DR. JOSEPH KOMROSKY:  No, that goes without 25 
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saying.  That's why I have Mr. Huff [phonetic].  2 

The supplemental materials are in there.  The 3 

only thing being pulled is unit 12 fourth grade. 4 

STEVEN SCHWARTZ:  Second. 5 

DR. JOSEPH KOMROSKY:  Okay, second. 6 

[Applause] 7 

DR. JOSEPH KOMROSKY:  So I made the motion, 8 

Short seconded it.  All in favor, say "aye." 9 

UNISON:  Aye. 10 

[Applause] 11 

[END RECORDING] 12 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

I, Charlene Golojuch certify that the foregoing 

transcript of First Legal Deposition, Job #89186: 

Mae M. v. Komrosky, JUL-21-2023 7-30 PM, Special 

Meeting  TVUSD Governing Board, was prepared using 

standard electronic transcription equipment and is a 

true and accurate record to the best of my ability.  

I further certify that I am not connected by blood, 

marriage or employment with any of the parties 

herein nor interested directly or indirectly in the 

matter transcribed. 

 

Signature:  

Date ______August 8, 2023________________ 
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Civil Rights in California

By now you have read about many of California’s 
contributions to American culture. These contributions 
include movies, video games, art, architecture, and many 
other things. California is known for being a state that 
makes important contributions to civil rights, too. Many 
decisions about education, marriage, and equality were 
made in California. How have some of these decisions 
made a difference in American culture?

Court Decisions
In this lesson, you learned about how schools used to be 
segregated. Segregation is the separation of people by race 
or background. Students who were Mexican, black, or from 
different parts of Asia were forced to go to different schools.

Many students had parents who were very unhappy 
about this. One of these students was Sylvia Mendez. 
Her father, Gonzalo Mendez, took the schools in Los 
Angeles to court. In 1947, a California court heard their 
argument. This case is known as Mendez v. Westminster School Dist. The judge in this case found 
that segregation “disregard[s] rights secured by” the Constitution. But that case did not cover 
children of all backgrounds.

However, the governor of California, Earl Warren, agreed that segregation was wrong. He signed 
a bill that ended segregation in public schools. Seven years later, lawyers used the arguments in 
Mendez v. Westminster School Dist. to end segregation in all public schools in the country. The case 
that ended segregation in all public schools was called Brown v. Board of Education.

Court decisions have also impacted civil rights in other ways. For many years, it was illegal for gay 
couples to marry in the state of California. In 2008, voters in California decided to limit marriage 
to be between a man and a woman. Many gay couples were unable to marry. A group of people 
decided to take their case to court. They argued that not allowing gay couples to marry was a 
violation of their civil rights. California courts agreed. This case, Hollingsworth v. Perry, legalized 
marriage equality in the state of California.

While marriage was legal for everyone in California and some other states, it was not for everyone 
in the United States. Two years after Hollingsworth v. Perry, the Supreme Court heard a case called 
Obergefell v. Hodges. The court decided that it was a violation of civil rights to only give some 
people in the country the right to marry. Now, everyone in the United States can marry.

Here, people in Sacramento are advocat-
ing for gay rights.
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Protests
Many Americans practice peaceful protest as a way to create change. Peaceful protests have played 
an important role in the fight for civil rights. You may be familiar with how Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. used peaceful protest during the civil rights movement. This movement inspired many 
people to do the same.

In California, students at universities often used peaceful protest as a way to bring attention to 
important issues. One of these issues was the recognition of Asian Americans’ contributions to U.S. 
culture. Many Asian Americans had fought in wars for the United States. They had also helped 
to build railroads and cities. Yet, they were still treated unfairly. Students at UC Berkeley and San 
Francisco State University demanded they be recognized. As a result of these protests, universities 
created Ethnic Studies programs. These programs provided students with more history and 
culture.

Another instance of peaceful protest happened on Alcatraz Island in the 1960s. The island had 
been used as a prison for a long time. However, they closed the prison in 1964. In 1969, a group of 
American Indians moved onto the island. They claimed the land for their own use.

Before Europeans arrived in America, native tribes had used the island. Now, American Indians 
from many different tribes wanted to take the island back. The government was upset but listened 
to the demands of the tribes. The tribes wanted use of the island. They also wanted to build a 
college and a museum. The government refused to give the tribe what they wanted. After two years, 
the protests ended.

The American Indians that occupied Alcatraz did not get what they asked for. But President Nixon 
did give them something else. American Indians received 48 acres of land in California. They also 
received jobs in the U.S. government.

Peaceful protests do not only happen with groups of people for a short period of time. Some groups 
organize to help people fight for their rights. Some of these groups need to fight for a long time. An 
example of these groups would be gay rights groups.

In the 1950s, gay men and women did not have many people to speak for them. Some of the nation’s 
first gay rights organizations were formed in California such as the Daughters of Bilitis, the first 
lesbian civil rights organization in the United States, which was founded in 1955 in San Francisco 
by two lesbians, Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon. Until the 1970s, many gay people were barred from 
working in some places. Gay rights groups successfully defeated a ballot initiative that would have 
banned gay men and women from being schoolteachers. Organizations formed to speak for them. 
Over time, groups like the Gay Liberation Front and the Human Rights Campaign fought for the 
civil rights of gay people. Groups like these were able to organize protests and hire lawyers to help 
gay people get their civil rights.
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